v Newsletter

& rage3brmﬁaﬁ€naaaaaasmq;«a
0 @A 5l t Faem - 3 dva. i

THE NATION’S DATES WITH DEMOCRACY

Nearly a billion people will be eligible to vote as the country goes on to elect
representatives for 543 Lok Sabha seats in a gargantuan exercise that will span 2024 ELECTION SCHEDULE
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I he journey of set-
k  ting up a communi-
ty radio station in
Chanderi began with the
success of a community
multimedia centre which
was established with the
support of UNESCO and
One World South Asia. The
centre was established to
provide computer and mul-
timedia fraining to the
children from the weavers’
community, With this
cause at heart, the radio
station was officially
launched on 2% March,
2010. Thematic Focus: The
radio station pays special
attention to the rights and
entitlements of weavers’
community to help empow-
er them. Apart from this,
the programmes run by the

Chander Ki Awaz @ 90.4
FM Commlmity Radio

station also cover the
theme of health and
nutrition and the rights
of women in general,
while giving a platform
to showcase the local tal-
ent and folk arts.
Chander Ki Awaz Radio
focuses on the following
SDGs: SDG 1: No Poverty
SDG 3: Good Health and
Well-Being SDG 4: Quality

Education SDG 5: Gender
Equality SDG 8: Decent

and Economic
Growth SDG 9: Industry,
Innovation and

Infrastructure SDG 10:
Reduced Inequalities.
Chanderi Ki Awaz
broadcasts several pro-
grammes which are popu-
lar among its listeners.
Shows like Subha Hoti Hai
Shaam Hoti Hai, Lokgeet
and Hamare Fankar are

T Y

light-hearted programmes
designed to highlight local
talent as well as keep the
listeners entertained.
Other shows are purpose-
oriented such as Raahe
Rozgar Ki, Apni Baat Radio
Ke Saath, Ishwar Allah
Tero Naam, Do you Enow,
Aajivika’ and Kuch Lamhe
Sehat Bhare which serve as
educational media.

The station is supported
by an expansive and dedi-
cated team of 29 members.
It includes the Station
Director, Programme
Coordinator, Rds,
Technical Support staff
and assistant workers, and
the team efficiently carries
out tasks entrusted upon
them.The CRS reaches 32
Gram Panchayats and 55
villages. The approximate
active listener population
of these villages combined
reached up fo 1.2 lakhs.

The local community
faces several issues which
need fo be addressed such
as employment, education,
opportunity feasibility and
limited economic growth.
The community shows
immense potential to grow
but requires the right
guidance.

Consultaﬁon of functional community racios ﬁom IG aspira-
tional districts of Odisha held, shedding light on the significant
role community radio can play m driving positive change i
the lives and livelihoods of our aspirational conmunnities
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ICE DF THE VOICELESS

pg® Mr. Ajay Tigaonkar, Radio
Wardha elected as State
President of Community
Radio Station Maharashtra.

SE7 e

V0ICE OF THE VOICELESS

Rg® World water Day : Sustaining Life and Celebrating
World water Day on 22nd March at Soa Radio
904 . The importance of water conservation and
sustainable practices were discussed. Mr Ratikanka
Mohanty, a renowned expert in water manage-
ment was in the studio to discuss this crucial topic.
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standsasabeacon of ded-
ication and innovation in
the realm of community radio,
wielding her extensive expertise
to steer Radio Manipal towards
greater
heights  of
impact and
engagement.
Of  course,
the advice
and  direc-
_| tions of Dr
Padmaram Director of Manipal
Institute of Communication,
MAHE, Manipal, play a pivotal
role in this endeavor. As the sta-
tion manager, her role tran-
scends mere ad ministmtion; she
is the driving force behind every
facet of Radio Manipals opera-
tions, from programming to out-
reach initiatives.

With a rich academic back-
ground spanning Sociology,
Journalism, Tuly, and
Development Studies, comple-
mented by a pioneering PhD in
Community Radio, the first of its
kind in Indi, Dr. Rashmi brings
a unique blend of theoretical
knowledge and practical insight
to her work, Her academic jour-
ney reflects a deep commitment
to understanding the socio-cul-
tural dynamics that shape com-
munity radio’s role in fostering
dialogue, empowerment, and
social change.

Beyond her academic pur-
suits, Dr. Rashmi's professional
journey spans over two decades,
encompassing diverse domains
such as print and visual media,
education, and social work. This
multidisciplinary experience

Dr. Rashmi Ammembala

Assistant Professor& Co-ordinator, Radio Manipal CRS, Manipal Insitute of Communication, MAHE, Manipal,
Kamataka. Founding President, CRA Karnataka Chapter.

equips herwith a holistic under-
standing of community needs
and aspirations, which she
channels into Radio Manipal's
programming ethos.

At the heart of Dr. Rashmi's
mission is a fervent belief in the
power of commumity participa-
tion. She champions indusivity,
actively involving listeners in
shaping the station's content
and agenda. Through innovative
program formats and interactive
initiatives, she endeavors to
amplify the voices of marginal-
ized commumities, fostering a
sense of ownership and belong-
ing among Radio Manipal's
audience.

Dr  Rashmi's research
endeavors stand as a testament
to her scholrly rigor and intel-
lectual curiosity. With over 30
published research articles, she
not only contributes to the aca-
demic discourse surrounding
commnmunity radio but also lever-
ages her findings to inform and
enrich Radio Manipal's pro-

gramming strategy.
One of her most notable
achievements is the

'KatheKelona' program series, a
groundbreaking collaboration

with the Kannada
SahithyaParishath. This initia-
tive not only celebrates

Kamataka's rich literary her-
itage but also serves as a plat-
form for emerging wiiters to
showcase their talent. By tran-

scendin‘gt.]inguistic and cultural
barriers, D1 Rashmi fosters a
sense of cultural pride and unity
among Radio Manipal's diverse
listenership.

However, Dr. Rashmi's
impact extends far beyond the
confines of Radio Manipal. As
the founding President of the
Community Radio Association,
Karnataka chapter, she spear-
heads advocacy efforts to pro-
mote the growth and sustain-
ability of community radio ini-
tiatives statewide. Her visionary
leadership inspires a new gener-
ation of radio practitioners, lay-

mg the groundwork foravibrant
and inclusive community media

ecosystem.
Yet, amidst her myriad
responsibilities, Dr. Rashmi

remains grounded in her com-
mitment to community service.
Her tireless efforts in organizing
blood d onation drives exemplify
her ethos of compassionand sol-
idarity, embodying the spirit of
altruism that defines Radio
Manipal's ethos.

In her multifaceted role as a
radio presenter, mentor, and
community leader, Dr. Rashmi
Ammembala embodies the
transformative potential of
community radio as a catalyst
for social change and empower-
ment. Her journey is a testa-
ment to the enduring power of
passion, perseverance, and the
unwavering belief in the trans-
formative potential of commui-
nity-driven media.
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Name Name of Radio Station/ org. | State

Sangya Tandon Arpaa Radio Chhattisgarh
Nidhi Sharma Capital FM Chandigarh

RJ Sangmitra Desh Bhagat CR Chandigarh
Sachin Radin Gunjan Himachal Pradesh
Srestha Bhattacharya | Radio Bundelkhand Madhya Pradesh
Sandecp Rana Community Radio Association |New Delhi

Address of CRA : Community Radio Association Secretariat Office - Flat No. 5B, 2nd Floor DDA Flat Shahpur Jat New Delhi -110049
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